Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 12

Activity Handout





Name __________________
SOIL PROFILE EXAMINATION

Directions: Using the soil analysis skills you obtained, investigate the following using your home soil sample.  Record your results in the following tables.  
Data Table 1: Soil Analysis 

	Soil Profile
	Soil Source  ___________

	Describe or sketch any organisms or foreign objects found
	

	Color of Dry Sample 

(black,brown,gray, etc.)
	

	Sample Texture (crumbly, gritty, loose, sticky)
	

	Odor of Sample

(smells like __ or no odor)


	

	Overall Appearance

of Sample (sand-like, organic, rocks, minerals)
	

	Appearance under UV Light 

(glows, no glow)
	

	pH of your soil
	

	Reaction with HCl

1. Bubbles and sand totally dissolves or 

2. Bubbles slightly or

Does not bubble at all
	


Examine another person’s soil sample.  How does it differ from yours?  Are you able to identify your soil when you are given many samples?  Explain some distinguishing characteristics of your sample.  
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