03/04

Ancheta

Laboratory Student Contract for Chemistry

I. Laboratory Safety Guidelines*

The chemistry laboratory must be a safe place in which to work and learn about chemistry.  In order to be sure that it is safe, there are certain safety rules that must be followed.  Most of these involve just using common sense.  Be sure to know and to follow all the safety rules.

1. Wear chemical splash goggles at all times while you are in the laboratory.  They must be worn to cover your eyes.

2. Wear a chemical-resistant apron. 

3. Wash acid, base or any chemical spill off of yourself immediately with large amounts of water.  Notify your teacher of the spill. Be able to locate and to use the emergency shower and spray.
4. If chemical substances get in your eye, wash the eye out for 15 minutes.  Hold your eye open with your fingers while washing it out.

5. Observe the safety alerts in the laboratory directions.

6. Tie long hair back so it cannot catch fire from a Bunsen burner flame. Hair burns very readily. Be able to locate and use the fire blanket.
7. Wear shoes in the laboratory.  Do not wear bulky or loose clothing.  

8. Never eat or drink in the laboratory.  Don’t chew on the end of a pen that was lying on the lab bench. Absolutely no gum chewing allowed.

9. Lubricate glass tubing with glycerol or detergent before putting it into rubber stoppers.  Wrap the tubing in a towel, and hold it close to the stopper while gently twisting and inserting it.  Never force it.

10. If you take more of a chemical substance from a container than you need, you should not return the excess to the container.  This might cause contamination of the substance remaining.  Dispose of the excess as your teacher directs.  Be sure to keep your analytical balance and its area clean.  

11.  Never smell anything in the laboratory unless your teacher tells you it is safe. Do not smell a substance by putting your nose directly over the container and inhaling.  Instead, waft the vapors toward your nose by gently fanning the vapors towards yourself.

12. Never taste materials in the laboratory.

13. Never work in a laboratory alone.  If you were absent or are going to be absent, make arrangements with your laboratory partner (s) and your teacher to make up your laboratory assignment.  

14. Know the location of and the method of operation of safety equipment:  fire extinguisher (two in the classroom each by the front and back entrance), safety shower, eye wash, safety blanket, fume hood, first aid kit, emergency gas cut-off (in the chemical storage), emergency water cut-off (in the chemical storage).

15. If you burn yourself on a hot object, immediately hold the burned area under cold water for 15 minutes.  Inform your teacher.  After using a hot plate be sure to turn the knob to the off position and unplug.  You need to give it at least 30 minutes to cool down.  You can check for heat by waving the back of your hand over the hot plate.  Never directly touch the hot plate. If the class ends before the hot plate is completely cooled down, leave a note (on an index card) to warn next class students.  

16. Keep the laboratory table, sink (should be empty at the end of class), storage areas, and floor clean, dry and neat.

17. Put lids or caps back on bottles and jars.

18. Clean up spills immediately.  If you spill a very reactive substance such as an acid or base, notify the people in the area and then obtain assistance from your teacher.  Acid spills should be neutralized with baking soda, and base spills with vinegar before cleaning them up.

19. Never heat a closed system.

20. Be sure you have lighted a match before turning your Bunsen burner.

21. If your Bunsen burner goes out, turn the gas off immediately.

22. When heating a test tube, never point the open end at anyone.

23. Always add acid to water and stir the solution while adding the acid.  Never add water to an acid.

24. Report all accidents to your teacher.

25. Clean up broken glass with a brush and dust pan.  Do not use your fingers. 

26. Dispose of broken glass in the specified container.  Do not mix glass with other waste. Be able to locate the broken disposal container.
27. Absolutely no horseplay is allowed in the laboratory.

28. Know the evacuation plan and location for fire, bomb threat, and other disasters.

29. Keep your backpacks on your chair when you leave to go to the lab area so the isles are clear.

II. Laboratory Equipment

Be able to identify the equipment/supplies on the lab check out list. 
Note:  If you are not properly dressed for laboratory work (i.e. no covered toe shoes), you will not be allowed to participate in the laboratory exercise and will not receive a laboratory handout.  However, you can still earn full credit by copying down the lab handout as you sit out for the lab exercise and by coming in within a week to make up the lab.  
* Adapted from Laboratory Experiments for Advanced Placement Chemistry by Sally Ann Vonderbrink, Flinn Scientific Inc. 1995

Student’s Name (PRINT): _____________________________________

Dear Chemistry Student,

I have read the LABORATORY SAFETY GUIDELINES and will be responsible for my actions and will abide by these guidelines.  I understand that this form must be signed and returned before I can participate in any laboratory activities.

Student Signature:_____________________________________  Date:____________________

Dear Parent/Guardian:
Please read the LABORATORY SAFETY GUIDELINES and discuss it with your child.  For safety purposes, he/she will abide by these rules or will have points deducted or will not be able to participate in laboratory studies for any infractions affecting his/her quarter/semester grade.

Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________________  Date: ____________________
