Debate Rubric

1. Clear and concise presentation of position (must turn in a typed copy before the day before the presentation) – 15 pts

· Please write at least five supporting statements

· Write down at least 2 possible arguments that will be discussed by the other side.  Write statements that will refute their argument. 

2. Substantive foundation from the literature for argument (a typed copy of the bibliography with at least 5 sources must be turned in the day before the presentation) – 20 pts.  Points will be deducted if proper format is not used for bibliography (you can use either APA format or the MLA format)

3. No overlap between presenters on same side of issue –10 pts

4. Rebuttal addressing issues raised by opponents, not rehash  - 20 pts

5. Clear presentation of scientific issues – 10 pts

· Give a scientific research result

· Give an example (incident)

6. Persuasiveness – 10pts.

· Change of position will be counted at the end of the presentation.

7. Your position and the claims:  You will need to write down the claim each team is debating and your position on the claim before and after the debate– 15 pts.

If you are absent on any of the days of the debate, you are required to write down the claim and do research on both the pros and cons of the claim with at least two supporting statements for each side.  Then you will need to write your position on the claim.  You must list at least two sources (for each claim).

Debate Format

Step 1.  Write your claim on the board.  At this time audience should write the claim on their paper and write their position.

Example:  “Genetic Screening is not ethical”

Step 2. The moderator will announce, “pros (Ms. ____) , please begin when you are ready.”  Pro side can start with a greeting.  Present your position.   You have 3 minutes to make your point.  (Time keeper will display a time card to inform you how much time you have left).  When you are done, finish up by reiterating your position.  

Step 3.  Once the pro side is done, the moderator will announce, “cons (Mr.  ____), please begin when you are ready.”  Con side can also start with a greeting then present your position.  You have 3 minutes to make your point.  When you are done, finish up by reiterating your position.

Step 4.  Both sides can take 2 minutes for consultation before the rebuttal.

Step 5. The moderator will announce, “pros, please begin your rebuttal.”   Pro side may repeat cons’ position whenever appropriate and refute their position.

Step 6.  The moderator will announce, “cons, please begin your rebuttal.”

Step 7.  Audience needs to decide and write their position with reasons.

