Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 16

Activity Handout





Name ___________________

ACTIVITY 16-3

HAMMER STRIKES ON WOOD

Directions: Complete the steps of the activity listed in your textbook. Record your results in the following table. Then answer the questions below.

Data Table: Hammer Impressions
	Hammer Impression
	Diameter (mm)
	Any Trace Evidence?
	Other Observations

	1


	
	
	

	2


	
	
	

	3


	
	
	

	4


	
	
	

	5


	
	
	

	6


	
	
	

	7


	
	
	

	8


	
	
	

	Crime scene


	
	
	


Questions:

1. How could you improve the reliability of your results?

2. What characteristics of the hammer impression were used to match a specific hammer to the crime-scene impression? 

3. What additional evidence could be collected that would strengthen the prosecutor’s case?

Further Research:

Devise an experiment to determine the effect of a person’s size or strength on the clarity of an impression made in a soft pine board. Include in your experiment the following:

a. question to be tested (what do I want to know)

b. hypothesis (what you think is the answer, as an “if, then” statement)

c. design of the experiment (how to do it)

d. what data will be collected and reported

e. analysis of the data collected (what does it mean)

f. conclusion (what have you found)

