Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 13

Activity Handout





Name ___________________

Activity 13-7

HEIGHT AND BODY PROPORTIONS

Directions: Read the background and complete the steps for the activity listed in your textbook. Record your calculations in the following chart and answer the questions below.

Data Table 1: Your Body Relationships

	Gender of person measured ___________

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Trait
	Size (cm)
	Multiply by
	Calculated Total (cm)
	Difference between actual and calculated height (cm)

	Height
	
	( 1 =
	
	

	Palm width 
	
	( 24 =
	
	

	Hand length 
	
	( 10 =
	
	

	Distance from armpit to elbow
	
	( 8 =
	
	

	Width of shoulders
	
	( 4 =
	
	

	Head to chin length
	
	( 8 =
	
	

	Outstretched arms
	
	( 1 =
	
	


*All measurements recorded in centimeters

Data Table 2: Your Partner’s Body Relationships 

	Gender of person measured ___________

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Trait
	Size (cm)
	Multiply by
	Calculated Total (cm)
	Difference between actual and calculated height (cm)

	Height
	
	( 1 =
	
	

	Palm width 
	
	( 24 =
	
	

	Hand length 
	
	( 10 =
	
	

	Distance from armpit to elbow
	
	( 8 =
	
	

	Width of shoulders
	
	( 4 =
	
	

	Head to chin length
	
	( 8 =
	
	

	Outstretched arms
	
	( 1 =
	
	


*All measurements recorded in centimeters

Questions: 

1. Which measurement and relationship most accurately reflected your height? 

2. Was this the same measurement that most people of your gender found to most accurately estimate their actual height? Explain.

3. Which measurement and relationship most accurately reflected your partner’s height?  

4. Which measurement was the least accurate in estimating your height? 

5. Explain why using the Canons of Proportions on teenagers to estimate height would provide less accurate data than using the Canons of Proportions on adults?

6. Describe a crime scene that could use the Canons of Proportions to help estimate the height of a person.
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