Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 13

Activity Handout





Name ___________________

Activity 13-4

ESTIMATION OF BODY SIZE FROM INDIVIDUAL BONES

Directions:  Use the bone length tables (Figures 13-19 and 13-20) in your textbook to calculate the approximate height of the person. For each problem, locate the appropriate formula to calculate a person’s height based on the size of the recovered bone. Calculate the approximate height of the person if a humerus bone was found in each of the following situations. Show your work. 

1. Caucasian male femur of 50.6 cm

2. African-American female femur of 49.5 cm

3. A Caucasian person, sex unknown, tibia of 34.2 cm

4. Caucasian female, humerus of 33.4 cm

5. African-American male, humerus of 41.1 cm

6. Person of unknown sex or ethnic group, humerus of 31.6 cm

© 2009, South-Western, a part of Cengage Learning

