Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 13

Activity Handout





Name ___________________

Activity 13-1

Determining the Age of a Skull

Directions:  Answer the following on a separate sheet of paper.

Part A:

Using Figure 13-17 in your textbook showing the relationship between age and skull sutures, determine the approximate age of a skull with the following features:

1. Lambdoidal and sagittal sutures fused.

Age __________ 

      Coronal sutures not fused.

2. Lambdoidal sutures almost fused.
        

Age__________

Sagittal and coronal sutures not fused.

3. All sutures fused.




Age__________

4. Lambdoidal wide open.



Age__________

Sagittal and coronal sutures open.

Part B:

Refer to the photographs in your textbook to answer the following questions.

1. Research and then compare the infant to the adult skull with respect to:


a. similarities


b. differences in numbers of bones, composition


c. percentage of body length

2. Describe the process of ossification of the skull using each of the following terms:

Cartilage


Blood vessels


Osteoblasts


Osteocytes


Osteoclasts


Enzymes


Calcium


Phosphates
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