Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations
Chapter 17

Activity Handout









       Name______________________

ACTIVITY 17-2

FIRING PIN MATCH 

Directions: Complete the steps of the activity listed in your textbook. Refer to the photographs and diagrams in your textbook for information. Then complete the Final Analysis below.

Data Table: Comparison of Casings

	
	Suspect 1
	Suspect 2
	Suspect 3

	Caliber


	
	
	

	Headstamp marking


	
	
	

	Firing pin strike (center or rim)


	
	
	

	Description of mark


	
	
	


Final Analysis:

1. Of the three suspects, which one(s) could you link to the crimes?

2. Based on the shell-casing matches, which of the three suspects could not be linked?

3. Describe specific (unique) characteristics that linked one of the suspect’s casings to the crime-scene casings.

4. If you were a prosecuting attorney, what argument could you provide to the defense’s claim that “if a suspect’s cartridge shell casings were not found at a crime scene, he must be innocent”?

5. Crime labs today are better able to compare and analyze ballistic evidence. Describe two advances in technology that have enabled a better use of ballistics evidence in solving crime.
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