Activity:  Bertillonage Measurements


Name:







Student ID #:
Alphonse Bertillon, a police department file clerk in Paris, developed a complex method of measuring and categorizing individuals during the second half of the 19th century. Also known as Bertillonage, this system collected numerous body measurements and categorized various facial features of a person, and was used in the United States and in Europe to identify criminals in the penal system from the late 19th to early 20th centuries. In addition to photographs of each individual, a set of complex anthropometric measurements and feature classifications were collected on a card, which was catalogued to serve as a unique identity card for that person. The complexity of the system made it difficult and it gave way to a new identification method—fingerprinting—in early 20th century.
Procedure

1. You and a partner will work to create your list of Anthropometric Measurements.  Make ALL measurements in cm!!!
2. Your teacher will demonstrate how to use a string for taking measurements.  Do  NOT pull the string tight when measuring!!!

3. Fill in the following chart of your recorded measurements.  Do not fill in the Unique ID yet.

	Measurement name
	Actual measurement (in cm!!!!)
	Description

	Height
	
	Measurement from heel to top of head.  NO SHOES

	Reach
	
	Length of outstretched arm from one index fingertip to the other

	Trunk
	
	Sitting down measure from bottom of butt to start of neck

	Length of head
	
	Measure distance from front of head to back

	Width of head
	
	Measure from left side of head to right side of head

	Right ear
	
	Length of right ear (base to top)

	Left foot
	
	Length of left foot from heel to big toe  NO SHOE or SOCK

	Left Middle Finger
	
	Length of middle finger from base to tip

	Left forearm


	
	Length from elbow to wrist









Unique ID _____________________
