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What is Helter Skelter?

Charles Manson was inspired by the song 
“Helter Skelter” sung by The Beatles. 

Manson believed that “Helter Skelter” was 
the last war between the “blackies” and 

“whiteys”. He would help the uprising of 
the war by killing the “whiteys”.



Victim

Sharon Tate

What Happened
August 9, 1969

A pregnant Sharon Tate spent the 
night at her house with her friends 

Abigail Folger, Wojciech Frykowski, 
and Jay Sebring. Her neighbors told 
police they heard men shouting and 

suspected gunshots. A security 
guard heard more gunshots during 

the night, and called the Los 
Angeles Police Department. The 

next morning Winifred Chapman, 
the housekeeper, found brutally 

murdered bodies. 

The Tate Murder



Steven Parent ------------------> shot 4 times in the chest and abdomen

Jay Sebring ----------------------------> shot and stabbed multiple times

Sharon Tate ----------------------------------> stabbed a total of 16 times

Abigail Folger --------------------------------> stabbed a total of 28 times

Wojciech Frykowski --------> struck with a gun multiple times over the

          head, shot, and stabbed a total of 51 times

Deaths



❏ The Los Angeles Sheriff's Department (LASD) had jurisdiction over the Hinman 
murder while the LAPD had jurisdiction over the Tate and LaBianca murder.
❏ They had a difficult time communicating with each other

❏ The LAPD announced that the Tate murder was a drug transaction; and 
concluded that the Tate and LaBianca murders were not connected.

❏ The Manson family burned Death Valley 
National Monument machines, such as a 
Michigan loader, which led to the raiding 
of Death Valley ranch.

❏ Susan Atkins admitted to being 
involved in the Tate murder and 
other murders to her bunkmates in 
jail.

Finding The 
Suspect



Fingerprints

Linked Watson 
and Krenwinkel 
to the murder 

scene of the Tate 
murder. 25 of 50 

fingerprints 
were 

unidentified.

Evidence Collection

The brutality of the 
bodies of the victims 
caused the officers to 

cover their bodies 
with linen sheets.

The officers did not 
bring the linen sheets 
with bodies when the 

bodies were 
transported to the 

morgue

Evidence



On June 15, 1970 Manson, Watson, Atkins, and Krewinkel were put on 
trial for several counts of murder and one count of conspiracy.

Manson wanted to act as his own 
attorney, but was denied by the 
court. Due to his request being 
denied, he carved an “X” on his 
forehead in which his followers 

did the same.

Kasabian agreed to confess, testify, and give details about the murders 
for immunity; and Atkins agreed to testify, but later retracted her 

statement.

The Trial



On February 18, 1972 the jury declared that Charles Manson, Charles 
Watson, Susan Atkins, Patricia Krenwinkel, Leslie Van Houten, and 

Robert Beausoleil were guilty, and decided on the death penalty.

But…

Due to California abolishing the death penalty in 1972, their death 
penalties were reduced to life in prison; and eligible to apply for 7 

years of parole.

The Verdict



My Opinion



Work Cited
"Charles Manson and the Manson Family." Crime Museum. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 10 Jan. 2017.

"Charles Manson." Biography.com. A&E Networks Television, 04 Jan. 
2017. Web. 15 Jan.

Bugliosi, Vincent, and Curt Gentry. Helter Skelter: The True Story of 
the Manson Murders. New York: Norton, 1974. Print.


