Chapter 10 Extra Activity 1 
Name _____________________________  
Handwriting Landmark Cases

Directions:  Research the landmark cases in the table on the next page and fill in the information. Then answer the following questions.
Questions: 
1. What is the main difference between the rulings of Frye v. United States and Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals?

2. After the ruling of Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals, judges had to view the evidence at pretrial hearings to determine if the evidence could be admitted as reliable evidence.  List the 5 Daubert factors that judges need to consider in order to admit the evidence. 

3. If at the time of US v. Starzecpyzel, if handwriting evidence was not yet considered to be scientific evidence, how was it admissible as reliable evidence? 

4. How did the ruling in Kumho tire v. Carmichael affect how expert witness testimony would be accepted?

5. In US v. Prime, the Court viewed handwriting analysis testimony differently from how it was viewed back in 1993.  What are some of the reasons that the Court now considered handwriting as better able to meet the Dauber factors?  What had changed? 
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