Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 15

Activity Handout




ACTIVITY 15-5




  Name ___________________

DENTAL IMPRESSIONS

Directions: Complete the steps of the activity listed in your textbook and record your results in the following tables. Then answer the questions below.

Data Table 1: Matching Upper and Lower Dental Plates

	Upper Teeth

(number)
	Matches Lower Teeth (letter)

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	

	4


	

	5


	


Data Table 2: Bite Marks

	Bite Mark

(letter)
	Upper Teeth (number)

	X


	

	Y


	

	Z


	


Questions:

1. Measurements can be taken of dental patterns and bite marks. List what characteristics make dental patterns unique.

2. Explain how a dental impression provides clues to someone’s age.

3. How would obtaining dental records help in the identification of unknown bodies?  

4.  Besides the use of dental impressions to identify a person, DNA analysis is also being done on teeth. What part of the tooth could contain DNA? Explain your answer.

5. Refer to the diagram of adult teeth in your text and your dental impressions. Based on the structure of the teeth, what do you suppose is the function of each of the different types of teeth: Incisors, Canines, Molars
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