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ACTIVITY 15-1
CASTING PLASTER OF PARIS IMPRESSIONS

Directions: Complete the steps of the activity listed in your textbook. Then answer the following questions.

Questions:

1. Why do crime-scene investigators build a frame around the shoe print before casting?

2. What was the purpose of spraying with the hair spray?

3. Why is it important to brush the excess sand from the plaster casting?

4. Shoe prints can be obtained in the winter from snow, but Plaster of Paris cannot be used. What would happen if you tried to produce a cast of an imprint in snow using Plaster of Paris?

5. Why are footprints easier to cast than tire tracks?

6. Suppose two people both wear size 10, Michael Jordan sneakers. Describe characteristics that could be found in the impressions of these two sneakers that could be used to distinguish which of the two people left his or her shoe print.

7.
Describe the print patterns that would distinguish between the following:

a. an obese person and a thin person

b. a person shuffling and a person walking normally

c. a person who is running and a person who is walking

d. a person walking with an injured right foot and a person walking with both feet uninjured

e. a person walking who is in a hurry and a person walking at normal speed

8. Suppose a lawyer exhibited a small section of a tire imprint during a trial. Why would the opposing lawyer want to see the tire impression of the entire tire and not just the one section?
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