Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 6

Activity Handout





Name ___________________

ACTIVITY 6-1

STUDY YOUR FINGERPRINTS

Tape your fingerprint in the space provided below and identify its pattern type.
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Which hand? __________

Which finger? __________

Pattern type? ___________

Data Table

	
	Loop
	Whorl
	Arch

	Number of students showing trait
	
	
	

	Total size of class

(This will be the same total for each column)
	
	
	

	Percentage of class showing the trait

(Divide the number of students with the trait by the total size of class, then multiply by 100%)
	
	
	

	Experts say this percentage should be
	65%
	30%
	5%


Questions: 

1. Did the class percentage agree with the value given by experts? Yes or no. Explain your answer using data for support.

2. Describe how to improve this data-collecting activity so that your results might be more reliable.
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