Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 12

Activity Handout





Name ___________________

Activity 12-2

SOIL PROFILE EXAMINATION

Directions: Complete the steps for the activity listed in your textbook. Record your results in the following tables.

Data Table 1: Soil Analysis 

	Soil 

Sample
	Describe or sketch any organisms or foreign objects found
	Color of 

Dry 

Sample 

(black,

brown,

gray, etc.)
	Sample Texture (crumbly, gritty, 

loose, 

sticky)
	Odor of

Sample

(smells 

like ?

or no odor)
	Overall Appearance

of Sample 

(sand-like, organic, rocks, minerals)
	Appearance

under

UV Light 

(glows, 

no glow)

	1


	
	
	
	
	
	

	2


	
	
	
	
	
	

	3


	
	
	
	
	
	

	4


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crime 

Scene


	
	
	
	
	
	


Data Table 2: pH Determination 
	Soil Sample
	pH
	Acidic or Basic?
	pH Paper



	1


	
	
	

	2


	
	
	

	3


	
	
	

	4


	
	
	

	Crime Scene
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