Forensic Science: Fundamentals & Investigations 
Chapter 9

Activity 1 Handout





Name ___________________

ACTIVITY 9-1

DRUG ANALYSIS

Directions: Complete the steps for the activity listed in your textbook. Record your results in the following table and answer the questions below.

Data Table: Drug Analysis 
	Sample
	Appearance of Solution

	Positive Control
	

	Negative Control 
	

	Suspect 1
	

	Suspect 2
	

	Suspect 3
	

	Suspect 4
	


Questions:  

1. Explain the role of the positive and negative controls.

2. What measures were taken to avoid contamination of the drug samples?

3. Did any of the four suspect white powders test positive for the presence of the drug? Explain your answer. 

4. When all students in a class compared their results, they found all but one group had identical results. Determine three possible sources of error in technique that might have produced the difference in results.

5. Describe three ways to increase the reliability of this lab.

6. A student noted that when class results were compared, not every group had the same shade of color in their vials. What might account for the differences in color intensity?
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